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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address » 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). tn no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above Is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1^3 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1^3 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) [X] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 2/27/2004 . 



4) C] Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Amsler. 
Amsler discloses a collapsible container comprising a handle assembly 4 and a handle 
set made by configuration of multiple said handle assemblies (fig. 2); and an opposing 
handle set (fig. 3); a grip 6 securely attached to each handle assembly in each handle 
set; a stabilizing bar (upper rod 5) contiguous between each said grip in each said 
handle assembly (fig 1 ); a lift bar (lower rod 5) connected to said handle assembly; a 
surrounding flexible strap (rope 3) connected to said handle set; a means (latch 9) to 
connect said surrounding flexible strap to said surrounding flexible strap from said 
opposing handle set; a series of support straps (ropes 3) connected at one end to each 
said handle assembly (fig 3); a means to connect the opposite end of said support strap 
to an opposing said handle assembly (strap clip or latch 7; col. 3, lines 11-16). 

2. Re claim 2, said stabilizing bar and said lifting bar are connected to said handle 
assemblies so as to support a repositioning and linear separation of said handle 
assemblies along said stabilizing bar and said lifting bar (col. 3, lines 30-37; fig. 1). 
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3. Re claim 3, said grip is an integral feature of said handle assembly by way of 
geometric shaping of said handle assembly (see fig. 2, grips 6 are integral to rods 4). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Reynolds US-909,222. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Esther O. Okezie whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8108. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine A. Matecki can be reached on (571 ) 272-6951 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 







Notice of Rei 


rosaces Cj&a 


Application/Control No. 
10/789,541 


Applicant(s)/Patent Under 
Reexamination 

USHER, GEORGE THOMAS 


Examiner 
Esther 0. Okezie 


Art Unit 
3654 


Page 1 of 1 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



* 




Document Number 
Country Code-Number-Kind Code 


Date 
MM-YYYY 


Name 


Classification 




A 


US-1,614,705 


01-1927 


AUGUST AMSLER 


294/68.1 




B 


US-909,222 


01-1909 


Reynolds, John W. 


294/67.41 




C 


US- 










D 


US- 










E 


US- 










F 


US- 










G 


US- 










H 


US- 










I 


US- 










J 


US- 










K 


US- 










L 


US- 










M 


us- 








FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


* 




Document Number 
Country Code-Number-Kind Code 


Date 
MM-YYYY 


Country 


Name 


Classification 




N 














O 














P 














Q 














R 














S 














T 












NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 


* 




Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages) 




U 






V 






w 






X 





*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).) 
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign. 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) 



Notice of References Cited 



Part of Paper No. 20050707 



Under ttfrFspcwfife* Reduction Act of 1993. no 



PTOfS8J06A(0&03) 
Approved tar uae through 07/31/2008. OMB 0651-0031 
US. Patent and Tmdemaft Oftca; OS. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
^n^ m^t^ a j^cand to ft eoOeqton of atfbjro^w^ » witiina a vafidOMS oanftet iwber 



If Known* 



SukaMuta tor terni 1449PT0 



Tzignscr u. (1 ,t : , - 

AppBCaDOTI mflWPer 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(U» a* many aHeett a* necaaaarjj 



rtnn wamoa mvefnof 



ArtUntt 



T 



T 



Attorney Oocfcet Number 



George Usher 



EkBfltaef 


CBe 

No. 1 


Document Nunfeer 


-TTSniXIrBK 


gSgOBBBS — — 

nub oi rann «• 

WPptCBnl OT OBBB UOPWra 


Ptgea, Cotumn*, Una* Wtwfe 

PjlMml Dmumm Mf p AtfHi&nt 
nsniviiBriaHyBiw r*o^» 

figuma Appear 




». 






09/19/1989 


Andre Dupont 










6,1 02482 


08/15/2000 


John M. Fields 










^.iss^ss 


05/08/1979 


Michael F. Sparling 










us -4.521.045 


06/04/1985 


Cecil C.Hart 










4,1 19.250 


10/10/1978 


Minehart Brutlag 










us "2.399.786 


05/07A946 


H. A. Caton 










us -4.553.780 


11/19/1985 


Donald C. Strachan 










U8- 4.968.049 


11/06/1990 


Michael E. Johnson 










5.1 02.1 78 


04/07/1992 


Rov Staats. Jr. 










^1,953,904. 


09/04/1990 


William S. Danboise 












1Qft0fi!QQ1„. 


Jerrv Pittman 










478.352 31 


11/12/2002 


David Frank Fredrickson 










^5,863.058 - 


01/26/1999 


Robert D Hnstetter 










7*fi 193,293 B1,„ 


02/27/2001, 


Daniln Yhanfiz \ 










^filRfiSfie b1 


07/13/2001 


David Frank Fredrickson .... 










us- 












us- , 












us- 












os- 









Bowalnar 


Ota 
No. 1 


F ore^on Patent Document 

Ceontry Co**TtenDBr 4 KW Ocxfe^ torn* 


Date 
MM-OD-YYVY 


ateine of Patentee or 
' Appficantof Chad Document 


• Pagaa, Ceajrane* Unee, 
Whe» Relevant Paaaagaa 
Or Relevant Rguraa Appear 






















































































the apafopitote eymbota aa Mottod en <ne doeuoiart under WtTO$tondaid*T;iei/f 

T^^^ a ^^t^torwiy^by37CFR1^i^1.9a Tha hlbimalkm b rae^M to otftab 
(SpTOtoWra) an aptaW^C^Sdaitflt^ * *wemed by 35 U.8.C. 122 and 37 CPU 1.14. TWe cafectten la aetata** to tote 2 hra to eoraptate, 
indulAa ^rtna/ pf«iE«^i fiubtt^ the oompfcted application torn to tie USPTO. Time Wo vary oepenolno. upon the tarfMAiaJ caaa. Any oommenta 
oTSS^aWc^^ ***** 
*^ TnJ^ Otto ^!Xl4aU^SSitrta. VA 22313.14Bt?TO ^ SEwJttLES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS SEND 
TO: Commtoatoeer lor Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1490. 

If you need assisfence iti comptehg (bo htm, caU (1-G00-786-9 199) aod sobct op6on Z 



